
RSGB UKAC Contests
Quick Start Guide of RSGB VHF/UHF contesting

Tim Cowell G6GEI

https://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/

https://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/


What is exchanged in a QSO

 Callsigns (obvious really)

 But don’t forget the /P   /A  etc…. You will lose points if you do.

 Signal Reports

 Quite often 5 and 9  even if not  (it’s easier)

 VHF/UHF many reports are real though 5 and 3

 No real rules around it but log the wrong report and lose points

 Sequence Number

 What number you are at, 1st QSO is 1, etc.   

 Locator

 E.g.  IO92PA  

 The first 4 you gain bonus points for each one worked, so worth targeting ones you know 
you can reach but haven’t worked yet.



Typical QSO

1. First check frequency is not in use

2. CQ Contest – CQ Contest -

<callsign> - etc

3. <responders callsign> You are 

<report> Number <x>  <Locator>

4. Confirm (QSL/Roger) / 73 / QRZ

1. Find station calling CQ contest –

turn beam if necessary/available

2. State own callsign – see if they 

respond

3. Confirm (QSL) You are <report> 

Number <x> <Locator>

4. Give 73 if caller not QRZ already.

Calling Station Responding Station



What can possibly go wrong?

 Weak signal – you cannot make callsign/report/locator

 Make the effort to try again – nobody minds repeating

 “My Report again  please”   “My Locator again please”

 If not 100% confirm what you did year

 “You gave me 5/7 Number 62 from IO81MX roger?”

 Try different phonetics – sometimes easier in QSB etc.

 Mike -> Mexico      Zulu -> Zanzibar   Papa Alpha -> Pacific Atlantic

 QRM

 Local stations saturating your receiver

 Try beaming off – may still work your station but less QRM

 Memorise call/freq and come back later – QRM may have moved

 Pileup

 You cannot get heard above other stations

 Don’t keep trying… come back to them later

 Worked Before

 “We have already worked Old Man”

 Check your log – it may be their mistake

 Nobody minds, we’ve all done it. Don’t let if phase you. 



Etiquette

 Quick Succession contesters. Don’t waste time

 Very abrupt,  as soon as got your report,  QSL, QRZ…

 They just want that big score at the end of the contest

 Pleasure Contesters

 “Hello Tim, Good to work you again”

 “Smashing signal, 73 and good luck in the contest”

 Everyone is polite – even the rapid fire stations

 Nobody minds repeating/confirming  - we all want the points

 Know which you are working and respond accordingly



Logging – Benefits of software logging

 Tracks Sequence numbers for you,  001  002  003

 Warns if you’ve worked before 

 Partial match callsign or locator  (if you’re struggling to hear)

 Can tell you where they are (so can turn beam)

 Memories – for saving and coming back later (pileups etc.)

 Grid map (easily view squares not worked)

 Very easy to submit results at end of the contest



Minos Logging

 http://minos.sourceforge.net

 Save Station/Location defaults

 Equipment, Location details

 Access RSGB Schedule of contests

 Submitting results easy.

http://minos.sourceforge.net/


Minos Logging

Quick to add new entry

Tells if you have worked before in 

same contest.

Checks against history file

• Known contesters

• Callsigns

• Locators

Calculates bearings and distance

Memories to stations to ‘try later’.

Rig and Rotator control for full 

automation.



Submitting Logs

 Upload results to RSGB (within a week)

 https://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/howto.shtml

 Either upload export file from Minos or transcribe paper log online

https://www.rsgbcc.org/vhf/howto.shtml


Submitting Logs
Total 1Km points

locator bonus points

Total points

Best DX Station

Best DX Km



Getting Results

 Email confirmation after Adjudication

 Incorrect callsigns (no /P), sequence, locators etc.

 Update your ‘Archive List’ for corrections to callsigns/locators

 Adjust station / procedure for improvements

 Different antenna

 Different location

 Different radio

 Different Mic / Compression settings

 Better coax

 Better technique

 Hunting or Hunted or both & ratio

 Arrange test schedules online with other contesters

 Facebook group UK VHF/UHF contesting



/P Operation

Home QTH not suitable?
• High Noise

• Poor Elevation

Operate mobile/portable
• Remote location – good elevation – low noise

• Must stay @ location for duration of contest

• Make sure you give /P callsign !

• Get land-owners permission

• Safety First

• Public safety – injury to others

• Own safety – overhead cables etc.



Come out /P one evening - Invitation

 ‘Top Farm’ Lidlington IO92RA

 52.03581, -0.56060

 Boughton End Lane off A507 (J13 to Ampthill)

 Tuesday or Thursday evening from 7pm

 Check contest dates on club diary

 Great take off point

 434ft ASL – good but not Dunstable Downs 

 360 degree unobstructed views 

 Private gated land with permission for MKARS

 Low noise

MKARS has land owner permission to 

operate from this prime location. Gated 

access (we have the lock code). Max of 3 

vehicles allowed. No tents/structures but 

portable mast ok.

Contact me (Tim G6GEI) to arrange.

07976 262 497

renegade62@Hotmail.co.uk


